STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

The March 1, 2021, regular meeting of the Clay County Commissioners was called to order by President Marty Heffner at 9:00 a.m.  Those present included Commissioners Paul Sinders, Bryan Allender, and Marty Heffner. Also attending was Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive. Jennifer M Flater made a record of the proceedings to wit:

Bryan Allender led the Pledge to the Flag followed with prayer by Marty Heffner. 

A motion to approve the January 25, 2021, special meeting minutes, February 1, 2021, regular meeting minutes, and February 25, 2021, special meeting minutes was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3-0. 

IN THE MATTER OF CLAY COUNTY 2020 ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT

Auditor Jennifer Flater presented the commissioners with the annual financial report for 2020 and stated a copy of the full report is available for review in the Auditor’s Office. The report is due March 1st to the State. Auditor Flater was excited that she submitted the Clay County Report to the State on January 14, 2021.

Motion to approve and accept the Clay County 2020 Annual Financial Report as presented was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF CONDIDERATION OF LEPC PLAN
Jennifer Flater presented the Clay County Local Emergency Planning Committee Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Plan. The LEPC committee met on February 22, 2021 and approved the plan and now need the Commissioners to approval.
Motion to approve Clay County Local Emergency Planning Committee Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Plan was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Paul Sinders. Motion carried 3-0. 

THE PUBLIC HEARING WAS OPENED AT 9:15AM

Josh Petruniw was present to answer any questions about the proposed subdivision that was presented at the February 1, 2021 Commissioner meeting. Eric stated he had not received any emails from Josh with the covenant information. The Commissioners would like the covenant to state the County is not responsible for the roads in the proposed subdivision.  Josh apologized and will forward the documents to the Auditor today to be forwarded to the Commissioners and Eric. There were no public in attendance and the public hearing was closed.
IN THE MATTER OF JAIL BONDS 
Lou Britton informed the Commissioners that the current Jail Bond is at 3% and the renewal will be less than 1% with a maturity of 2.05%. Per the information from Bakertilly this will have a savings of approximately $175,000.00 per year. Lou presented Resolution 2-2021 Resolution of the Board of Commissioners of the County of Clay, Indiana, Approving the Execution of an Amendment to the Lease with the Clay County Building Corporation and all Matters Related Thereto. Lou also presented a Pledge Agreement for the Commissioners and Council to sign that states the special LIT tax will be the payment source for the new bond. Lou explained the second amendment to the lease between Clay County Building Corporation, Lessor, and Clay County Indiana, Lessee that will need to be signed.  
Motion to approve Resolution 2-2021 as presented was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Paul Sinders. Motion carried 3-0.

Motion to approve the Pledge Agreement subject to the appointment of the Trustee by the Clay County Council was made by Marty Heffner and seconded by Paul Sinders. Motion carried 3-0.

Motion to approve the Second Amendment to the Lease as presented was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF ENGAGEMENT LETTERS
Lou Britton presented Letters of Engagement for the Jail project from Bakertilly, Stifel, Barnes & Thornburg, and Cox, Zwerner, Gambill, and Sullivan. Lou explained this was normal procedure for this type of project.
Motion to approve and accept the four Letters of Engagement from Bakertilly, Stifel, Barnes & Thornburg, and Cox, Zwerner, Gambill, and Sullivan as presented was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Marty Heffner. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION OF BAKERTILLY AGREEMENT FOR AUDITOR’S OFFICE
Jennifer Flater presented the Bakertilly contract to assist with the 2022 budget process and stated the money is already in the Auditor’s budget for 2021. 

Motion to approve the Bakertilly contract was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Marty Heffner. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION FOR LOCAL CONTROL
Marty stated House Bill 1381 has to do with solar panels and windmills. Association of Indiana Counties and the Commissioners Association are both against this bill as it will take control away from local counties. AIC has asked Counties to approve a local resolution.
Motion to approve Resolution 3-2021 as presented was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0. 
IN THE MATTER OF QUADIENT WHY WAIT PROGRAM AGREEMENT
Jennifer Flater presented the Quadient Why Wait Program Agreement to the Commissioners. This is a great program as you can take advantage of the new equipment prior to starting your new contract and save money for up to 6 months. 
Motion to approve the Quadient Why Wait Program Agreement as presented was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Marty Heffner. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION OF STAR AMBULANCE CONTRACT
Paul presented the Revision and Modification of Contract for Emergency Ambulance Service for Clay County, Indiana. Paul stated after several meetings an agreement was made to extend the ambulance contract for three years and will now go thru December 31, 2025. 
Motion to approve the Revision and Modification of Contract for Emergency Ambulance Service for Clay County, Indiana for 2021 thru 2025 with STAR Ambulance as presented was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY APPOINTMENTS
Paul stated we needed to appoint representatives from three Fire Departments to serve on the Ambulance Review Committee.  After discussion, the Commissioners decided to appoint Bryan Husband, Jake Bennett, and Larry Tempel to the committee.

A motion was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender that Bryan Husband would serve for 2021, Jake Bennett for years 2021 and 2022, and Larry Tempel would serve for years 2021, 2022, and 2023.  After the initial appointments, all appointments will be for a three year term.  Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Ramona Holland who lives on CR 200 W stated she has been here several times to complain about her road. Ramona would like to have it chip and sealed or paved. She does not understand why half of the road is paved and the other is just gravel. Commissioners asked her to be patient and that eventually all roads would be addressed but it takes time.
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender.  Motion carried 3-0.
Clay County Commissioners 

Attest:

Clay County Auditor

